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Dispatches: London
Hockney’s masthead for The Sun and ways to make the bubble bigger: a cultural report from the
capital
B Y  C H R I S  F I T E - W A S S I L A K

Last Friday, The Sun newspaper adopted a slightly amended logo, with a simple white drawing of a sun beaming down on the
publication’s name and a few black lines snaking their way between the letters. Above the cover story about Kylie Minogue’s
spurned fiancé was a promise: ‘Free Hockney for every reader’. In honour of David Hockney’s retrospective at Tate Britain, which
opens tomorrow, the paper let the artist have a go at altering their masthead for a day. ‘Well, I thought I’d put the sun and some
shadows there,’ the artist explains in a short video on The Sun’s website. ‘Shadows from the sun,’ he adds, as if that were the title
of the piece, his almost chipper aside momentarily disguising how ominous the phrase sounds. Inside the tabloid, past the topless
girl on page three, an editorial comment anticipated some of the criticism the ‘redesign’ might draw: ‘Snooty critics may wonder
what Britain’s greatest living painter sees in us’, it read, adding that said critics should ‘pull their head out of their arts.’
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At a time when artists, curators and arts coordinators are repeatedly being told that they are in a bubble, that the EU referendum
was a sign of an audience that they had ignored, Friday’s paper was held up as a sign of success by the Tate. In the current terrain,
Hockney’s quick iPad touch-up publicity stunt is being cast as a gesture for democracy, from an overly simplified ‘us’ towards an
excluded, othered ‘them’. It’s an act that glosses over the question of what a British arts institution allying itself with a newspaper
that openly espouses misogyny, provides a platform for racism and has a long history of journalistic malpractice might actually
imply; an act that seems to miss the point that it’s how you engage with audiences that determines what kind of relationship you
might have with them. ‘I thought the point,’ as one person put it to me, ‘was to make the bubble bigger.’
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David Hockney, Portrait of an Artist (Pool With Two Figures), 1972, acrylic on canvas, 2.1 x 3 m. Courtesy: Art Gallery of New South Wales/Jenni Carter/David Hockney

A few years ago, a Guardian headline corrected T.S. Eliot’s assertion in The Waste Land (1922) that ‘April is the cruellest month’:
‘Statistically, February is the cruellest month.’ It’s also an odd time for art in London, with its ‘coming back from the winter break’
group shows and extended exhibitions. The Condo project (an initiative that sees a set of London spaces host a set of invited
international galleries) has, for the past two years, given the winter doldrums a jolt, offering a rallying point for gallery-goers;
though it has also, for the moment, occupied many of the city’s mid-sized galleries with a mixed set of neither here nor there
shows. These shows are also fighting through the diffuse, toxic fug of an unstable political climate, one that simplifies and smudges
many of the questions artists are asking at the moment. What do you do when the leading media and performance artists at the
moment are moonlighting as our prime ministers and presidents? At the back of David Roberts Art Foundation’s show of Iranian-
Canadian artist Abbas Akhavan, a small video shows YouTube clips of American soldiers returning home to the shrieks of their
surprised wives and mothers. With the US travel ban on seven majority-Muslin nations currently being contested, Ghost (2013) has
unwittingly taken on a greater poignance, posing that blunt but urgent question of who we choose to empathise with, and when.
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Abbas Akhavan, Ghost, 2013, installation view, David Roberts Art Foundation, London, 2016. Courtesy: the artist and Third Line, Dubai; photograph: Tim Bowditch

Rather than inspiring any standout singular shows, this prevalent confusion seems to have formed a dispersed, London-wide group
show of individual works. Downstairs at Lisson, a set of projected maps are being drawn on; voices are describing a trajectory over
borders and seas. Bouchra Khalili's ‘Mapping Journey’ series (2008-11) is narrated by faceless immigrants, each detailing how they
moved illegally from Mogadishu to Bari, from Jalalabad to Rome, and so on. Some borrowed money, some stayed with friends,
some simply hid. Khalili has also made a series of prints that abstract these journeys into outlined constellations, but the specificity
of their actual voices and the marker lines they trace across the maps feel much more necessary. Upstairs, on a five-panelled white
painting speckled with black spray paint, John Latham has mashed a copy of Thomas More’s Utopia (1516) into the canvas, as if its
being dissolved into a black pool on the surface. At this moment, we might find ourselves hovering on the stairway, somewhere
between the rigid maps and the wrecked remains of a fictitious ideal state.
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Bouchra Khalili, exhibition view, Lisson Gallery, London, 2017. Courtesy: Lisson Gallery © Bouchra Khalili; photograph: Jack Hems

In a corner of the Drawing Room’s ‘Thinking Tantra’ show, two sculptures slouch casually. Both are made of plywood, and appear
hastily cut and assembled; one, a sort of elongated backwards double-C perched on a small Styrofoam cube, the other a kind of
four-legged version of the pilcrow. Amongst the geometric drawings of the exhibition, these forms – Richard Tuttle’s ‘Source of
Imagery’ sculptures (1995-2010) – bring at least a suggestion of bodies bending and balancing. It had a sibling echo with a video
piece across town, in Paul Maheke’s installation at Assembly Point, ‘What Flows Through And Across’. Projected through a series of
curtains, a grey seaside scene switches suddenly to a close up of a man’s neck as he executes a series of unseen movement.
Maheke does himself no favours by imposing vague theory-speak observations in subtitles over the video, but despite this, there’s
something touching about such close attention, and the limitations it brings. In another short video at Hunter/Whitfield, Polythene
Queen (2016), British-Bulgarian artist Gery Georgieva roller-skates in awkward circles around a tiny room, lip-synching to the pop
music of Portuguese singer Amália Rodrigues. Crudely-executed green-screen effects impose footage of a British souvenir tat shop
on the room, as she pirouettes trailed by a costume of translucent plastic sheeting: if anyone wants a raw version of contemporary
nationalism, she dares, then here it is.
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'Thinking Tantra', 2016, exhibition view, Drawing Room, London; right: Richard Tuttle, from the series 'Source of Imagery', 1995-2010. Photograph: Lucy Dawkins

Something shared by these gestures and bodies, strewn haphazardly around the city, might suggest a kind of modus operandi for
how to navigate our present, when signing online petitions, marching in rallies, and token gestures of ‘reaching out’ are not
enough. These works suggest a need to move out from the shadows and become entangled with other bodies, with motions
suitably unhinged and awkwardly ecstatic.

Dispatches: London, is the first in a new series of regular columns that will report on the cultural climates of particular cities around
the world. Make sure to check back to frieze.com, New York.

C H R I S  F I T E - W A S S I L A K

Chris Fite-Wassilak is a writer who lives in London, UK. His new book of essays, Ha-Ha Crystal (2016), is published by Copy Press.
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Main image: Gery Georgieva, Polythene Queen (detail), 2016, video still. Courtesy: the artist and Hunter/Whitfield, London

converted by Web2PDFConvert.com

https://frieze.com/contributor/chris-fite-wassilak
http://twitter.com/share?url=https%3A//frieze.com/article/dispatches-london&text=Dispatches%3A London
http://www.facebook.com/sharer.php?u=https%3A//frieze.com/article/dispatches-london&t=Dispatches%3A London
mailto:?to=&subject=%5BFrieze.com%5D Dispatches%3A London&body=https%3A//frieze.com/article/dispatches-london
http://pinterest.com/pin/create/button/?url=https%3A//frieze.com/article/dispatches-london&media=https%3A//frieze.com/sites/default/files/default_images/FriezeWebDefaultImage_0.jpg&description=Dispatches%3A London
https://frieze.com/tags/dispatches
https://frieze.com/tags/london
https://frieze.com/tags/david-hockney
https://frieze.com/tags/condo
https://frieze.com/tags/abbas-akhavan
http://www.web2pdfconvert.com?ref=PDF
http://www.web2pdfconvert.com?ref=PDF


D A V I D  R O B E R T S  A R T
F O U N D A T I O N B O U C H R A

K H A L I L I L I S S O N
G A L L E R Y

R I C H A R D
T U T T L E D R A W I N G

R O O M  G E R Y
G E O R G I E V A H U N T E R / W H I T F I E L D

R E L A T E D  C O N T E N T

Advertisement

R E V I E W -  1 4  F E B  2 0 1 7

Wolfgang TillmansWolfgang Tillmans

converted by Web2PDFConvert.com

https://frieze.com/tags/david-roberts-art-foundation
https://frieze.com/tags/bouchra-khalili
https://frieze.com/tags/lisson-gallery
https://frieze.com/tags/richard-tuttle
https://frieze.com/tags/drawing-room-0
https://frieze.com/tags/gery-georgieva
https://frieze.com/tags/hunterwhitfield
https://goo.gl/XIgb3I
https://frieze.com/article/wolfgang-tillmans-1
https://frieze.com/editorial/review
https://frieze.com/article/wolfgang-tillmans-1
http://www.web2pdfconvert.com?ref=PDF
http://www.web2pdfconvert.com?ref=PDF


C I T Y  R E P O R T -  1 4  F E B  2 0 1 7

Dispatches: New YorkDispatches: New York

R E V I E W -  1 4  F E B  2 0 1 7

Laura Oldfield FordLaura Oldfield Ford

converted by Web2PDFConvert.com

https://frieze.com/article/dispatches-new-york
https://frieze.com/editorial/city-report
https://frieze.com/article/dispatches-new-york
https://frieze.com/article/laura-oldfield-ford
https://frieze.com/editorial/review
https://frieze.com/article/laura-oldfield-ford
http://www.web2pdfconvert.com?ref=PDF
http://www.web2pdfconvert.com?ref=PDF


R E L A T E D  C O N T E N T

NEXT

R E V I E W
-
1 0
F E B
2 0 1 7

MichaelMichael
AndrewsAndrews
Gagosian,
London,
UK

B Y
T O M
M O R T O N

P R O F I L E
-
1 0
F E B
2 0 1 7

InIn
Profile:Profile:
StefanStefan
KalmárKalmár
The
new
director
of
London's
ICA
discusses
rebuilding,
restructuring
and
the integrity
of
culture

B Y
P A U L
T E A S D A L E

R E V I E W
-
0 6
F E B
2 0 1 7

KenKen
PricePrice
Hauser
&
Wirth,
London,
UK

B Y
A A R O N
A N G E L L

R E V I E W
-
0 2
F E B
2 0 1 7

RobertRobert
RauschenbergRauschenberg
Tate
Modern,
London,
UK

B Y
B R I A N
D I L L O N

R E V I E W
-
2 6
J A N
2 0 1 7

RevoltRevolt
ofof
thethe
SageSage
Blain|Southern,
London,
UK

B Y
J O N A T H A N
P .
W A T T S

C R I T I C ' S
G U I D E
-
1 7
J A N
2 0 1 7

Critic’sCritic’s
Guide:Guide:
LondonLondon
Rosanna
McLaughlin
presents
her
highlights
from
the
second
edition
of
Condo

B Y
R O S A N N A
M C L A U G H L I N

R E V I E W
-
0 5
J A N
2 0 1 7

DanaDana
LokLok
Chewday's,
London,
UK

B Y
A A R O N
B O G A R T

N E W S
-
1 3
D E C
2 0 1 6

BriefingBriefing
New
cultural
hub
in
Shenzhen
to
host
a
branch
of
the
V&A;
Arts
Council
England
publishes
its
second
annual
diversity
report

N E W S
-
0 9
D E C
2 0 1 6

BriefingBriefing
Leo
Villareal
to
illuminate
London's
bridges;
Kader
Attia
files
plagiarism
lawsuit
against
French
musicians

I N F L U E N C E S
-
0 6
D E C
2 0 1 6

HelenHelen
Marten:Marten:
MyMy
InfluencesInfluences
The
winner
of
the
2016
Turner
Prize
discusses
skeuomorphism,
skins
and
soup
-
from
issue
155

B Y
H E L E N
M A R T E N

R E V I E W
-
2 8
N O V
2 0 1 6

JimJim
NuttNutt
Cabinet,
London,
UK

B Y
C H A R L I E
F O X

C U L T U R E
D I G E S T
-
2 3
N O V
2 0 1 6

AtAt
DinnerDinner
The
second
part
of
this
week’s
Culture
Digest
looking
at
performative
meals:
an
evening
of
operatics
with
Grace
Schwindt

B Y
A M Y
S H E R L O C K

converted by Web2PDFConvert.com

https://frieze.com/editorial/review
https://frieze.com/article/michael-andrews-0
https://frieze.com/contributor/tom-morton
https://frieze.com/editorial/profile
https://frieze.com/article/profile-stefan-kalmar
https://frieze.com/contributor/paul-teasdale
https://frieze.com/editorial/review
https://frieze.com/article/ken-price-1
https://frieze.com/contributor/aaron-angell
https://frieze.com/editorial/review
https://frieze.com/article/robert-rauschenberg
https://frieze.com/contributor/brian-dillon
https://frieze.com/editorial/review
https://frieze.com/article/revolt-sage
https://frieze.com/contributor/jonathan-p-watts
https://frieze.com/editorial/critics-guide
https://frieze.com/article/critics-guide-london-2
https://frieze.com/contributor/rosanna-mclaughlin
https://frieze.com/editorial/review
https://frieze.com/article/dana-lok
https://frieze.com/contributor/aaron-bogart
https://frieze.com/editorial/news
https://frieze.com/article/briefing-83
https://frieze.com/editorial/news
https://frieze.com/article/briefing-82
https://frieze.com/editorial/influences
https://frieze.com/article/helen-marten-my-influences
https://frieze.com/contributor/helen-marten
https://frieze.com/editorial/review
https://frieze.com/article/jim-nutt
https://frieze.com/contributor/charlie-fox
https://frieze.com/editorial/culture-digest
https://frieze.com/article/dinner
https://frieze.com/contributor/amy-sherlock
http://www.web2pdfconvert.com?ref=PDF
http://www.web2pdfconvert.com?ref=PDF


M O S T  R E A D

O N  V I E W

NEXT

P R O F I L E

InIn
Profile:Profile:
StefanStefan
KalmárKalmár
The
new
director
of
London's
ICA
discusses
rebuilding,
restructuring
and
the integrity
of
culture

C U L T U R E
D I G E S T

WeekendWeekend
ReadingReading
ListList
From
Umberto
Eco
on
fascism
to
Thomas
Pynchon’s
stand-
in:
what
to
read
this
weekend

C I T Y
R E P O R T

Dispatches:Dispatches:
LondonLondon
Hockney’s
masthead
for
The Sun
and
ways
to
make
the
bubble
bigger:
a
cultural
report
from
the
capital

P R O F I L E

PalmPalm
ReaderReader
In
the
studio
with
Pedro
Friedeberg,
the
last
of
Mexico’s
Surrealists

P R O F I L E

LostLost
andand
FoundFound
Included
in
CTM
Festival
in
Berlin,
musician
Guillermo
Galindo
discusses
the
instruments
he
builds
from
the
discarded...

C R I T I C ' S
G U I D E

Critic'sCritic's
Guide:Guide:
MexicoMexico
CityCity
A
round-
up
of
the
best
shows
in
the
city,
ahead
of
this
year's
Zona
Maco,
which
runs
from 8
– 12...

N E W S

BriefingBriefing
Anish
Kapoor
to
use
$1m
prize
money
to
aid
refugees;
57th
Venice
Biennale
artist
list
published

R E V I E W

KenKen
PricePrice
Hauser
&
Wirth,
London,
UK

C U L T U R E
D I G E S T

Stream ofStream of
ConsciousnessConsciousness
Could
online
communication
provide
a
new
model
for
contemporary
writing?
Patrick
Langley
on
two
debut
novels
from ...

C R I T I C ' S
G U I D E

Critic’sCritic’s
Guide:Guide:
NewNew
DelhiDelhi
Ahead
of
the
India
Art
Fair,
which
opens
this
Thursday,
Bharti
Lalwani
rounds
up the
best
shows
in
the
Indian...

C U L T U R E
D I G E S T

TheThe
OscarsOscars
in thein the
TimeTime
ofof
TrumpTrump
How
the
volatile
political
climate
in
the
US
might
influence
this
year’s
voting

R E V I E W

AroundAround
TownTown
Various
venues,
Madrid,
Spain

R E V I E W

BiennaleBiennale
ofof
MovingMoving
ImagesImages
Centre
d'Art
Contemporain,
Geneva

C I T Y
R E P O R T

FormingForming
in thein the
Pupil ofPupil of
an Eyean Eye
A
report
from
Kochi-
Muziris
Biennale
2016 

C R I T I C ' S
G U I D E

Critic’sCritic’s
Guide:Guide:
LosLos
AngelesAngeles
A
round-
up
of
the
city’s
best
current
shows,
to
coincide
with
this
year's
Art
Los
Angeles
Contemporary,
which...

O P I N I O N

Rome,Rome,
OpenOpen
CityCity
Rome
has
long
been
a
draw
for
international
artists
and
now,
increasingly,
galleries.
Have
Italian
artists
been
left
at...

C R I T I C ' S
G U I D E

Critic'sCritic's
Guide:Guide:
GenevaGeneva
Ahead
of
Artgenève
this
week,
a round-
up
of
the
best
shows
in
the
Swiss
city

NEXT
converted by Web2PDFConvert.com

https://frieze.com/editorial/profile
https://frieze.com/article/profile-stefan-kalmar
https://frieze.com/editorial/culture-digest
https://frieze.com/article/weekend-reading-list-50
https://frieze.com/editorial/city-report
https://frieze.com/editorial/profile
https://frieze.com/article/palm-reader
https://frieze.com/editorial/profile
https://frieze.com/article/lost-and-found-0
https://frieze.com/editorial/critics-guide
https://frieze.com/article/critics-guide-mexico-city-0
https://frieze.com/editorial/news
https://frieze.com/article/briefing-95
https://frieze.com/editorial/review
https://frieze.com/article/ken-price-1
https://frieze.com/editorial/culture-digest
https://frieze.com/article/stream-consciousness
https://frieze.com/editorial/critics-guide
https://frieze.com/article/critics-guide-new-delhi
https://frieze.com/editorial/culture-digest
https://frieze.com/article/oscars-time-trump
https://frieze.com/editorial/review
https://frieze.com/article/around-town-14
https://frieze.com/editorial/review
https://frieze.com/article/biennale-moving-images-0
https://frieze.com/editorial/city-report
https://frieze.com/article/forming-pupil-eye
https://frieze.com/editorial/critics-guide
https://frieze.com/article/critics-guide-los-angeles-2
https://frieze.com/editorial/opinion
https://frieze.com/article/rome-open-city
https://frieze.com/editorial/critics-guide
https://frieze.com/article/critics-guide-geneva
http://www.web2pdfconvert.com?ref=PDF
http://www.web2pdfconvert.com?ref=PDF


L A T E S T  M A G A Z I N E S

NEXT

TedTed
SCAPASCAPA
......
justjust
asas
aa
SIDELINESIDELINE
Kunstmuseum
Bern
Bern
1 3
D E C

1 9
F E B

MOCAKMOCAK
CollectionCollection
MOCAK
Museum
of
Contemporary
Art
in
Krakow
Krakow
2 0
A P R

2 3
A P R

Touch:Touch:
SaastamoinenSaastamoinen
FoundationFoundation
ArtArt
CollectionCollection
EMMA
-
Espoo
Museum
of
Modern
Art
Espoo
1 7
N O V

3 1
D E C

WunderkammerWunderkammer
OlbrichtOlbricht
me
Collectors
Room
Berlin
/Olbricht
Foundation
Berlin
1
J A N

3 1
D E C

LiveLive
FactoryFactory
2.2.
WarholWarhol
byby
LupaLupa
MOCAK
Museum
of
Contemporary
Art
in
Krakow
Krakow
1 5
M A R

3 1
D E C

StoriesStories
ofof
FinnishFinnish
ArtArt
Ateneum
Art
Museum
Helsinki
1 8
M A R

3 1
D E C

JosiahJosiah
McElheny:McElheny:
TheThe
OrnamentOrnament
MuseumMuseum
MAK
–
Austrian
Museum
of
Applied
Arts
/
Contemporary
Art
Vienna
2 7
A P R

2
A P R

HaegueHaegue
YangYang
Hamburger
Kunsthalle
Hamburg
3 0
A P R

WeWe
Pioneers.Pioneers.
TrailblazersTrailblazers
ofof
PostwarPostwar
ModernismModernism
mumok
–
Museum
of
Modern
Art
Ludwig
Foundation
Vienna
Vienna
1 2
M A Y

5
M A R

EricEric
WesleyWesley
//
St.St.
LouisLouis
Bortolami
Gallery
New
York
2 1
M A Y

2 1
A P R

THETHE
NEWNEW
HUMANHUMAN
Moderna
Museet
Stockholm
Stockholm
2 1
M A Y

5
M A R

AliceAlice
Springs:Springs:
TheThe
MEPMEP
ShowShow
//
HelmutHelmut
Newton:Newton:
YellowYellow
PressPress
//
MartMart
Engelen:Engelen:
PortraitsPortraits
Helmut
Newton
Foundation
Berlin
2
J U N

1 4
M A Y

V I E W
A L L

converted by Web2PDFConvert.com

https://frieze.com/event/ted-scapa-just-sideline
https://frieze.com/gallery/kunstmuseum-bern
https://frieze.com/event/mocak-collection
https://frieze.com/gallery/mocak-museum-contemporary-art-krakow
https://frieze.com/event/touch-saastamoinen-foundation-art-collection
https://frieze.com/gallery/emma-espoo-museum-modern-art
https://frieze.com/event/wunderkammer-olbricht
https://frieze.com/gallery/me-collectors-room-berlin-olbricht-foundation
https://frieze.com/event/live-factory-2-warhol-lupa
https://frieze.com/gallery/mocak-museum-contemporary-art-krakow
https://frieze.com/event/stories-finnish-art
https://frieze.com/gallery/ateneum-art-museum
https://frieze.com/event/josiah-mcelheny-ornament-museum
https://frieze.com/gallery/mak-%E2%80%93-austrian-museum-applied-arts-contemporary-art
https://frieze.com/event/haegue-yang-0
https://frieze.com/gallery/hamburger-kunsthalle
https://frieze.com/event/we-pioneers-trailblazers-postwar-modernism
https://frieze.com/gallery/mumok-%E2%80%93-museum-modern-art-ludwig-foundation-vienna
https://frieze.com/event/eric-wesley-st-louis
https://frieze.com/gallery/bortolami-gallery
https://frieze.com/event/new-human
https://frieze.com/gallery/moderna-museet-stockholm
https://frieze.com/event/alice-springs-mep-show-helmut-newton-yellow-press-mart-engelen-portraits
https://frieze.com/gallery/helmut-newton-foundation
https://frieze.com/on-view
http://www.web2pdfconvert.com?ref=PDF
http://www.web2pdfconvert.com?ref=PDF


Subscribe now and save up to 40%

S U B S C R I B E

D O W N L O A D  T H E  A P P

©  F R I E Z E  2 0 1 7

A B O U TA B O U T

C A R E E R SC A R E E R S

A D V E R T I S EA D V E R T I S E

L E G A L SL E G A L S

C O N T A C T  U SC O N T A C T  U S

LondonLondon
1 Montclare Street
London
E2 7EU, UK
+44 (0)203 372 6111

New YorkNew York
247 Centre St
5th Floor
New York, NY 10013
+1 212 463 7488

BerlinBerlin
Zehdenicker Str. 28
D-10119 Berlin
Germany
+49 30 2362 6506

Frieze Masters
Issue 5Issue 5
October 2016

frieze d/e
Issue 25Issue 25
Autumn 2016 frieze magazine

Issue 184Issue 184
Jan - Feb 2017


Explore m

ore

converted by Web2PDFConvert.com

https://frieze.com/issues/frieze-masters/issue-5
https://frieze.com/issues/frieze-masters/issue-5
https://frieze.com/issues/frieze-de/issue-25
https://frieze.com/issues/frieze-de/issue-25
https://frieze.com/issues/frieze-magazine/issue-184
https://frieze.com/issues/frieze-magazine/issue-184
http://shopcc.frieze.com/products/subscription
http://digital.frieze.com/
https://frieze.com/about
http://careers.frieze.com/
https://frieze.com/advertise
https://frieze.com/legals
https://frieze.com/contact-us
http://www.web2pdfconvert.com?ref=PDF
http://www.web2pdfconvert.com?ref=PDF

