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Tamar Yoseloff is a US-born, Londonbased poet. Her fourth collection, The
City with Horns, which features a
sequence of poems based on the life
and work of Jackson Pollock, was
published in 2011 by Salt. She is also
the author of Marks and Desire Paths,
two collaborative editions with the
artist Linda Karshan, and the editor of
A Room to Live In: A Kettle's Yard
Anthology. A chapbook, Formerly, with
photographs by Vici MacDonald, was
published by Hercules Editions in
2012 and was nominated for the Ted
Hughes Award for New Work in Poetry
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A lovely Friday evening in late September, and we are on the Art Trail around
Bermondsey, hosted by ARTHOUSE1, in conjunction with the London Sculpture
Workshop and Drawing Room. All three venues are within shouting distance of
each other; a stone’s throw away from White Cube, but it’s a different world entirely
once you cross the Tower Bridge Road. Gentrification has been slower to creep
across the unofficial boundary between new and old Bermondsey, so there have
been opportunities to create new models for galleries and studio spaces. This
colonization reminds me of Berlin, a city where both domestic and ex-commercial
spaces have been commandeered for art. In this corner of Bermondsey there is a
spirit of experimentation, a desire to give both artists and viewers a different,
perhaps more intimate and lively, kind of experience.
In a recent article in the Weekend FT, Edwin Heathcoat discusses the
phenomenon of the ‘domestic gallery’. As he explains, this is not a recent trend;
before the days of the public gallery, museums were established in the homes of
collectors. He goes on to say:
Artists have rediscovered the pleasure in displaying their work in the more human
context of the domestic interior, on a scale that we can relate to more easily and in
an environment less cool and disengaged than the white painted loft or the raw
concrete of the pseudo-industrial.
This is certainly the case with ARTHOUSE1, one of the domestic galleries
Heathcoat mentions in his piece. ARTHOUSE1 is a late Georgian townhouse, a
reminder of what the area would have looked like in the days before the
encroaching new builds and warehouses. A sandwich board outside is the only
indication that we are in the right spot. Once inside, we climb the stairs to find a
modern, clean gallery space occupying the top floor. Rebecca Fairman, the
curator, has brought together two artists whose work is complimentary: the
ceramicist James Oughtibridge and the painter, Ione Parkin. Parkin’s work
particularly impresses me, in its scope and themes (often referencing the natural
world, or the landscape of deep space). In the brief talk she gives, she mentions
her interest in the alchemic properties of certain materials. In some of the works on
paper she has employed powdered copper, to give the surface a jagged and
metallic appearance. These works have names like Tundra and Land Mass,
suggesting elements of landscape within the abstract.
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(Since my visit, a new show has opened with works by Kim Norton and Alexandra
Mazur-Knyazeva: www.arthouse1.co.uk)
From ARTHOUSE1 we walk down a side street and into the empty tarmac lot
surrounding several vast warehouses. There are still light industrial units and
storage facilities in the area, hidden-away places that secretly service the city. One
of the units houses the London Sculpture Workshop, a not-for-profit space that
provides sculptors with 2500 square feet of working area, and facilities, support and
equipment that might not be available to them otherwise. The range of equipment is
impressive, many items donated to the Workshop or bought cheaply from defunct
businesses. Artists can book space when they need it, and can work in just about
every medium with a variety of materials, from clay and bronze to sheet metal. We
were shown works in progress, and also photographs of an open day, where local
residents were invited into the building to create their own art. It is an incredible
place, which allows artists, who may not have the support of an art school or the
money to source specialist equipment and supplies, the freedom to think beyond
such limitations.
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From the LSW, we retraced our steps to Drawing Room, the one venue on our walk
that I’d visited before, on the occasion of their brilliant show Abstract Drawing,
curated by Richard Deacon. The current show The Nakeds is on a similar scale:
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ambitious, challenging, provoking, with a mix of established artists, such as Tracey
Emin, Marlene Dumas, Joseph Beuys and Egon Schiele (anticipating the show of
late nudes about to open at the Courtauld), alongside less familiar names,
including the extraordinary Maria Lassnig, whose work has spanned the twentieth
century, and Stewart Helm, whose voyeuristic drawings of men meeting in parks at
night are unflinching and strange; as viewers, we feel we are participating in this
illicit act.
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Many of the drawings in the show confront our ideas of what it is to be ‘naked’,
which conjures ideas of isolation, desire and shame, and is perhaps distinct from
the more artistic associations of the ‘nude’. It is a world-class show, curated by
David Austin, an artist, and Gemma Blackshaw, an art historian, and their
intelligence and consideration of the subject is present in their choice of artists,
their juxtapositions, and in their catalogue material.
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Drawing Room also has a library, a small shop (selling fabulous books, including
their own publications), and a programme of talks, films and courses to accompany
each show. Based on the two exhibtions I’ve seen, I would say they are one of the
most interesting and innovative art venues in London at the moment. More people
need to venture beyond Bermondsey Street and seek them out.
www.drawingroom.org.uk
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