MAKE A SCRAPBOOK

This is Lucie’s guide to making a collection of
experimental scrapbooks. It will stretch children’s
understanding of a conventional ‘book,” to produce
objects which are more like paper sculptures. The
activity is designed to repurpose drawings already
made, so could be delivered at the end of a project
or to recycle past work. It's there to be adapted to
suit you and your class - there is no right or wrong!

YOU WILL NEED:

* A collection of children’s drawings
e Scrap paper, coloured paper, card
« Scissors, rulers, a guillotine
» Staplers, a long arm stapler
» Tape, bulldog clips, clothes pegs,
key rings, split pins, string
* A hole punch
» Pens, pastels or other drawing materials
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BEFORE YOU START

Show children some premade examples and books
that take on various shapes and form:s.

Make an exciting pile of drawings and scrap papers
in the middle of each table.
MAKING PAGES

Children may start by making the cover by simply
folding a sheet in half.

Show how papers may be cut to make a variety
of page sizes. Some may be smaller, taller or
different shapes. They may also be bigger than
the cover and stick out!

What if circles or other shaped holes are cut into
a page to make a ‘frame’ or window?

Peep holes can be made using a hole punch.

FOLDING AND ATTACHING

Demonstrate different ways of folding and attaching
the pages and allow the children to experiment.

A page folded in half can be stapled into the cover
along the spine.

Loose sheets can be fastened together with a
bulldog clip.

Paper can be folded onto a zig zag for a fold-out
concertina section.

A single sheet can be pierced with a split pin
and revolve.

Other paper shapes can be taped in.
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A fold could function as a pocket in which to hide
smaller drawings.

What if a loose page is dangling from a piece of string?
Could two scrapbooks be joined to become a single
collaborative piece?

CONTINUED DRAWING AND WRITING

Invite children to draw and write into their scrapbooks.

Ask them to think of a title or add a personal label to
their book.

Could children swap scrapbooks or draw onto each
other’s pages?

Drawing and writing could be used as a form
of question and answer upon the pages.

REFLECTING

Devise a way for children to see and discuss each
other’s books.

Celebrate the variety of responses.
How are they different to normal books?

What drawings come together within the pages?

Once the book is made does it suggest a story
or prompt an idea? Is it a story, diary, comic strip or
place for invention?

Consider how the books could be used or displayed so
they have a life after the activity. Is there space in the
library, a cabinet or the possibility to share in assembly?
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